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HOUSE BOMBED

"IA verdict of murder by eoma person or
persons unknown was yeturned - by a cor-
oner’s jury et the.inquest.touching the
death. of - Michae] ' Roynolds, aged- abont
'70, -of - Clooneagh, Johnston’s Bridge, Co.
'Leltnm—h_d'ﬂa phot dead at-his home
by armed raiders:in-the eerly hours of the
-mormng of April 30,

The ;jury .added :a. rider expressing. sym-
pathy with the family, with which the Cor-
oner, ] Dr, McGauran; Sergt. Devally, Roos:
‘key, ‘on behalf of tho Civie Guards,. and
Lient. Leavy, National ﬁrmy, &ssoczated
themsolves,

John Reynolds, son’ of the deceased 110
ha.d beén in. the .R.1.C., deposed. thet nt

bout 3 a.m. on ‘April 30th he was awak.
ened by knocking at his badroom- window/
He asked who was there and' a  voice
asked:* ¢¢Ys this -Beynolds$?? He said
1 ¥es, » nd again.asked who was there,
and tha reply wast ‘LR.A.; get up -at
once and open the door-and-eome omt,?’

STAGGERED AND PBLI-.

+ Ho: proceeded to" the other end of tho
house,. where ‘his father and mother wera
sleeping.: His father said thoy would not
let them in; at the sams time getting up
and dressing;-and:coming .o the kifchen
door. -A- voiee from the:outside shonted:
$¢Are you not: going.to open’ the decri®’
and the eld man said *No.’? - A shot then
rang ,ont, and witness saw ~ his father
.stagger - back . ond " fall ‘into- his- mother’s
arms, crying: ¢ J ohn; I'n- shut anrl dfme
for.7d- -

Other shots -followed, the raiders all ‘the
while shouting: ¢‘Open the door and come
out or I will: bomb ye.” Soon afterwards
a loud explosion occurred, -driving portion
of the kitchen:window to- tha other side of
the house, and the place became filled with
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gfterwards. ﬁrcd -and mtness repllcd u.,mg
& Tevblver. .

-.  'PBIEST SENT :ron. "

-----

‘Witness afterwards got-a. naxghbaur t«p
go for-the priest,. and went: himself to re-
port -the oceurrence at Roosl:ey military
barracks, He'had o idea as to the par-
ties who wanted t& .get in,. nor of: ‘the
motive, 83 he. was on' geod tcfrma wzth the
people in. the distriet,. . ¢

Sergeant . Thomas .= Devally, Cwm
Guards, . depqscd ho .fotnd  scven
teen . marks on . the  walls,  of
the house, which couki ‘have_ been caused
by bullets or bomb splinters,- There were
two holes in the bedrcom wirdow, (vi.
dently caused by.bullets. -The underneath
portion of the kitchen window was com-
p‘lctcly broken off, and the glass~ oy ‘the'

upper ‘portion . smashed ~The ‘window-
ladgs, which was made ' of stond, - was
broken.. On the kitchen 'door. there were,
three marks, evidently . .caused by bullets;
one mark’ was at’ the lock, and the nther'
two ahout the-ecentre, -

- ELEVEN GAE’I'BIDGE 0&5}38

About ‘three yards. ffom the. kitchen
daor, on'the outside, thers were two empty
cartridge- cases -of -the type .that is fired
out of a Leo’Enfield sérvice rifle.. De
ecased’s son handed witness another of the
same pattern le had previously found.
About fifty yards-from the-house -Lieut.
Leavy and: he picked: up soVen TOTe’ empty
eartridge cases, Eleven in all were found,
and. thirteen fragments-of what he be-
ligved to be a bomb or hand grcnade Were
pisked up in the kitechen. ™ .

~There were some bullet- marks -on tha
walls inside the hopse; and on the end of
the dresser he found a spent. bullet, which
ke belmved wes. fired thmugh the kxtchen
dmr 5
. qu Eedahan, Mehﬂl said death was due
%o 3 gunshat wound, ‘the, bullet entering at
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the mouth- and passing on to the brain.,

Death from such a waund Wcmld oceur m-

s:de five minutes.

- A CLEAR CASE. .

Sgt.: Davally, Civié Guards,. ssid the
Aacts were clear, and he was stire "the Jury
-would have no d:ﬁaulty in returning s vere
diet . of murder agm.nst some person‘tﬂr
persons unknown. | RS

‘The.Coroner saud thero was na: dm:.bt tha
AN WAS murdered, but he would not sng-

gest it:was.a case of wilful murder. Asa

Co; Leitrim jnan himself- ho re-grettea ex-
ceedmgly that.such conduct could go on in
the country. It was only very recently he
'had had-to hold an-inquest on & very re-
spected doetor of .this ‘distriet (the late
Dr. Muldoon). -

. A verdiet-as above was retumexl ' |
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